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01-68 March 16,2001 
For Immediate Release: 
F ORMER EIU STUDENTS RETURN "HOME" TO HONOR GILES HENDERSON 
CHARLEST ON - Former students of Giles Henderson, recently retired chemistry professor from 
Eastern Illinois University, will return to campus Saturday, March 24, to express their appreciation for the 
impact he has had upon their lives. 
As a part of this celebration, a science symposium will be presented by nine of these students, 
who, collectively, represent classes from the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s. Each of the speakers will give a 
30-minute presentation describing his current scientific work. 
These presentations will begin at 12:30 p.m. in Phipps Lecture Hall (room 121), located in 
Eastern's Physical Science Building. Admission is free and open to the public. 
Symposium participants include those representing industry ( Matt Hayner '95, Valspar Industrial 
Metals Group; Lance Ballard '92, Brucker Corp.; Todd McDermott '89, Abbott Corp.; Scott Martin '87, 
Texas Instruments Corp.; and Bill Schinzer '78, UpJohn Corp.) and academia (R yan Bailey '99, 
Northwestern; Dr. Ron Woods '86, University of Washington; Roger Bumgarner '82, University of 
Washington; and David Dolson '76, Wright State). Speakers will be introduced by the current and former 
chairs of Eastern's Department of Chemistry, including Ellen Keiter, 1994-current; David Buchanan, 1989-
94; David Ebdon, 1977-94; and Sid Steele, 1968-77. 
Henderson came to Eastern from Montana in 1966 at the age of 23. In the early 1970s, he took 
time off and, in just two years, completed his doctorate degree at Indiana University. A five-time Faculty 
Excellence Award recipient at Eastern, he was named Distinguished Professor in 1996. 
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E astern Illinois University emphasizes distinguished teaching in the liberal arts, sciences and selected professions. A traditional, residential state university of recognized quality, Eastern enrolls more than 10,000 students in undergraduate and graduate programs. 
The university, located in Charleston, also serves the region through a variety of non-credit and off-site degree programs, as well as cultural 
and recreational opportunities. Eastern's pursuit of excellence attracts well-qualified students of an increasingly diverse popUlation and a 
teaching faculty active in research and public service who utilize the latest technology. 
www.eiu.edu 
ADD 1/1/1/1 HENDERS ON 
According to Richard Keiter, a fellow EIU chemistry professor, Giles pushed and pulled students 
to levels beyond those they thought attainable. During his 34 years at Eastern, many of Henderson's 
students did research with him, resulting in numerous publications of significance. 
McDermott, who received his Ph.D. from Berkeley, said of Henderson, "He had a profound effect 
on me while I was a student at EIU, and was the best teacher that I had through college and graduate 
school." 
Woods, who is a pediatric surgeon, called Henderson "the most distinguished educational 
influence of my entire academic career. 
"No one could love teaching more than Giles Henderson. He also taught me a few things about 
blue gill fishing and canoeing," he added. 
Martin, who received his Ph.D. from Notre Dame, recalled that "Dr. Henderson set a standard that 
will challenge me for years to come." Dolson added, "Giles is adept with theoretical calculations and is a 
gifted experimentalist of legendary proportion." 
And, according to Bumgarner, "I have yet to come across a better lecturer. (Henderson's) work 
ethic and commitment are inspiring to observe, so much so that my first son was named Roger Giles." 
Richard Keiter concluded, "Giles Henderson may be known to the broader community as a three­
time national aerobatics champion, but to the several hundred students who took his physical chemistry 
courses and to those who did research with him, he remains the ultimate professor." 
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